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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

February 5-6
Luke 5:1-11

February 12-13
Luke 6:17-26

February 19-20
Luke 6:27-38

February 26-27
Luke 9:28-36

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Weekly Worship Opportunities

In-Person & Online
Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9 am (live)
Cable TV (Cable Ch. 6)

Saturdays @ 5 pm
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

Zion Annual Meeting - February 27 @ 10 a.m.
The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church will be held at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
February 27 in the Sanctuary. The meeting will also be livestreamed. Here are the 
details:

• You may attend the Annual Meeting in person at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary or 
you may watch it online (go to Zion’s Facebook page, YouTube Channel or our 
website at www.zionanoka.org and click on the “Worship Online” button).

• Copies of the Annual Report will be available at the front desk by mid-February. 
We will also be emailing the Annual Report to our membership email list. The 
agenda and all necessary information will be in the Annual Report.

• If you will not be attending the meeting in person, you may vote by absentee 
ballot. Two ballots are enclosed in this Herald. Ballots should be received no 
later than Friday, March 4. You may mail them in, drop them off, or scan and 
email them to kjohnson@zionanoka.org. Each confirmed member should only 
fill out and return one ballot. If you need additional ballots for your household, 
you may stop by or call the church office.

• If you have questions during the Annual Meeting, you can leave a comment on 
Zion’s Facebook or YouTube pages or you may call or text 612-412-4406.

Lent Begins March 2
Ash Wednesday is March 2 and we will have worship at 12 noon, 5:30 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Check your March Herald for more details about our mid-week services “The 
Miracles of Jesus” by Drawn to the Word artist and pastor, Paul Oman.



financial updates

Update: Donations to Zion’s Livestream Upgrade
Many thanks to all who contributed to the fund to update Zion’s livestream equipment.  Thanks to your 
generosity we are able to go forward with the update to our livestream cameras, controls, and equipment.  Our 
livestream services have become an important part of our outreach during the pandemic and this upgrade will 
allow us to improve the quality of our livestream and our Cable TV broadcast.  The updates should be complete in 
about two months. Thank you again to the following donors for their support of the livestream upgrade project:

Thank You for Your Faithful Stewardship in 2021
As you can see from the chart below, Zion has been able to meet our General Fund and Building Fund Expenses for 
2021. Thank you for your faithful stewardship and generosity even during a pandemic. We are very grateful!

General Fund 2021 Building Fund 2021 
Actual Income: $ 1,704,760 Actual Income: $  432,256 
Actual Expenses: $ 1,703,343 Actual Expenses: $  375,878 
2021 Budget $ 1,706,233 2021 Budget $  332,770 

Mortgage Reduction Effort
Zion’s Foundation has made a matching grant of up to $300,000 available for the purpose of encouraging special 
gifts toward the eventual elimination of Zion’s mortgage. We are pleased to report that special gifts of almost 
$100,000 were received in the last two months toward the mortgage reduction effort. With the Foundation’s 
match, we have made a payment of about $200,000 toward mortgage reduction. This will save about $200,000 
in interest over the remaining life of our loan and allow us to pay our loan off about 2.5 years early. The balance 
of our mortgage will soon be below $2 million for the first time in many years. “Mortgage Reduction” envelopes 
are available at the front desk. Any new gift, over and above current pledges in place for our capital appeal, will 
be matched dollar for dollar by the Zion Foundation over the next 3 years, up to $300,000. Thank you to all who 
contribute to the current capital appeal/building fund and to those who have made special gifts to the mortgage 
reduction effort. (The graph below shows the reduction in our mortgage loan balance since January 2021.) 

1-01-2021 Mortgage Balance $ 2,350,860 
2-28-2022 Projected Mortgage Balance $ 1,982,606 
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Agape Love
By Colleen Nelson

Since the month of February is synonymous with love, it’s fitting for us to celebrate not only romantic love, but 
our love for family, friends, and neighbors near and far. The Bible illustrates countless ways in which we may, 
through faith, share God’s agape* love and eternal faithfulness.

welcome

F Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
faithfulness.

E
eternal

B body

R   Rejoice circumstances; for this is God’s will 

U unfailing ’s 

A always always
always always

R righteousness

Y your your your your 
your your yourself

*A Greek word that stands for God’s unconditional love for all humankind, which is manifested in one’s unselfish 

 
Zion’s Radio and Livestream Broadcast - A Thank You Note
Zion’s Radio and Livestream Broadcasts have allowed us to expand our local “mission field” well beyond our 
immediate geographic area. We frequently receive thank you notes from those who have found our radio or 
livestream services meaningful. Here is one such note, from Betty in Cokato:

“I have progressed from BOB-FM to your 11 a.m. online service. I enjoy it even more. The music and preaching 
leaves me feeling wonderful.  I am a 78-year-old widow who has been to many church buildings during my life, but 
this online is now my future and it is great! I’m not a writer, but I want to assure you that the service “made my 
day”…even Eeyore! Signed, Betty.

Thank you to all who make our livestream, radio and Cable TV broadcast possible with your financial support. 
We are reaching folks who need a hopeful message of God’s love and grace during this difficult time.



Scout Sunday - February 6
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) designates the weekend that falls before February 8 
(Scouting Anniversary Day) as Scout Sunday. Scout Sunday is an opportunity for scout 
units and their faith partners to recognize scouts, scouters, and their contributions to 
the 12th point of the Scout Law, Reverence. This year, Zion is proud to recognize three 
Cub Scouts that have earned their Religious Emblem for the Lutheran Faith.

The Scouting program at Zion is more than just an activity for our youth to learn about the outdoors. Scouting 
provides fun, fellowship, and training for our youth as well as youth in our community. It emphasizes honesty, 
self-reliance, and respect. Through a year-round program, it affects character, citizenship, and personal fitness. 
But the success of Scouting depends on our volunteers, who serve in a variety of leadership roles so that our 
young people may benefit from our Scouting ministry. As the Boy Scouts of America celebrates its anniversary, 
we salute the splendid volunteers who serve in the many positions of leadership. Cub Scout Pack 233 and Troop 
233 would like to invite you and your family to be a part of their program. For more information, contact David 
Klemm, Committee Chair pack233mn@gmail.com.

Zion Memorial Funds
Following the loss of a loved one, Zion members frequently name Zion Lutheran Church to be a recipient of 
memorial gifts in memory of their loved one. We are sometimes asked about the different ministry areas families 
may designate or “earmark” their memorial gifts. Below is a list of Zion’s established Memorial Funds:

• Children and Youth Ministry Memorial Fund
• Music and Worship Ministry Memorial Fund
• Radio Broadcast Ministry Fund
• Undesignated Memorial Fund
• Zion Foundation Building Maintenance Fund
• Zion Foundation General Mission Fund
• Zion Foundation Mortgage Reduction Fund (gifts matched by the Foundation)

If you have questions about Zion Memorial Funds, please feel free to call the church office and talk to Tracy Kinn, 
Director of Finance, or Pastor Brent. Memorial checks may be made out to Zion Lutheran Church and the memo 
line of the check should indicate the memorial fund for which the donation(s) are intended.

Zion Pre-K Registration for 2022-2023
It’s time to register for the 2022-2023 school year! Pre-K registration opens in February. We happily serve 3, 4, 
and 5-year-olds in our faith-based, early learning program. There are two and three day options, now with an 
opportunity for five days a week. We are bringing back our one day a week option for the youngest 3-year-olds. 
Pick up a brochure or check out our website for more information www.zionprekanoka.org.

Since 1968, Zion Pre-K has provided families in the Northwest Metro with exceptional educational experiences 
for their children. The mission of Zion Lutheran Church and Zion Pre-Kindergarten is to offer a quality preschool 
education through varied activities that foster physical, social, intellectual, emotional and spiritual needs of 
children within a safe, creative, relaxed and stimulating Christian environment. Students and their families 
participate in outreach ministries including an ACBC Food Drive during the Thanksgiving season.

welcome



grow

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for our Sunday Adult Forums. Listed below is the 
schedule for the upcoming weeks:
• February 6: Emily Douglas, Manager, Victim Witness Services for Anoka County will present How the Local 

Justice System Assists Individuals Who are Victims or Witnesses to a Crime. The Anoka County Victim/Witness 
Services unit provides victim and witness services for cases charged by the County Attorney’s Office. Victim/
witness specialists assist victims, victims’ families and witnesses by providing detailed case and court 
hearing information; connecting victims to resources and services; and acting as guides through every step of 
the criminal justice system.

• February 13: Who really is St. Valentine? We will explore the man behind the day that we celebrate love and 
how he became associated with St. Valentine’s Day.

• February 20: Dr. Michael Chan, professor at Luther Seminary, will present part one of Why Does Scripture 
Matter? A Class on the Value of the Bible for Christian Faith.

• February 27: Annual Meeting. No Forum.
• March 6: Dr. Michael Chan, professor at Luther Seminary, will present part two of Why Does Scripture Matter? 

A Class on the Value of the Bible for Christian Faith.

New Small Group Study - “Sermon on the Mount”
Beginning the week of February 6 we will begin a video-based, 9-week study on the book Sermon on the Mount 
by Jen Wilken. What does it mean to be a citizen of the kingdom of Heaven? Sermon on the Mount articulates what 
the life of a Christ follower should look like, asking us the same questions it posed to its original hearers: How 
should a disciple relate to sin? To others? To the law? How does a disciple think, speak, and act? In this 9-session 
study, we will examine the words of Jesus in-depth as He challenges us to think differently about repentance, 
salvation, and sanctification.
• Week of February 7: The Kingdom of Heaven
• Week of February 14: Who is Blessed?
• Week of February 21: A People of Influence
• Week of February 28: No Class

You can sign up for any of the following classes and purchase the study guide for $16 at the front desk.
• Group A – Mondays, 1 p.m. at Zion, Facilitator: Pastor Sue Wallager
• Group B – Tuesdays, 7:30 a.m. via Zoom, Facilitators: Ken Johnson and Greg Bergeron
• Group C – Wednesdays, 10 a.m. at Zion, Facilitator: Pastor Connie Tiede
• Group D – Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. at Zion, Facilitator: Pastor Connie Tiede
• Group E – Thursdays, 1 p.m. via Zoom, Facilitators: Pastor Jim Barsch and Pastor Amie Odahl

Zion Pages - February Discussion
On February 28, we will be discussing Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah. 
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: 
his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was 
punishable by five years in prison. Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless 
young man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. Zion Pages meets via 
Zoom on the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Contact Pastor Sue Wallager for Zoom invite.



grow

1-2-3 John Bible Study
It seems that every verse found in the three Epistles of John contains a pearl, a reminder of what it means to 
be Christian. Questions are answered such as “Who is God…what is love?“ People have asked these questions 
for thousands of years; they were being asked in John’s day and they are being asked today. It seems especially 
important that we refresh our souls by reading how John answered. He believed and preached that the answers 
were found in Jesus. He focused on using two simple words that define Christian life and permeate the actions 
of those who believe: love and truth. These epistles are full of insight and direction along with warnings and 
encouragement based on those two words. John wrote the letters to the churches he loved in order to help them 
remain fast in faith and to avoid the teachings of false believers. His writing is inspired, convicted, confident, and 
clear. John presents a compelling picture of Jesus so we see who God is, what love is…and he does it in three short 
Epistles.

Pastor Dixie Johnson facilitates this study by Michael LeFebvre, Thursdays now through Feb 24 at 11 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Study guide is available for purchase for $10 at the front desk.

Register NOW for Camp WAPO!
Camp Wapo’s theme for the summer of 2022 is Take Hold! Given everything that has 
happened over the past two years, they once again picked an excellent theme. Zion’s 
scheduled programs at Camp Wapo are:

Wapo Seeds (Grades 1-3): June 17-19 (Fri-Sun)
Wapo Youth (Grades 4-8): June 19-24
Ox Lake Roots (Grades 9-12): June 19-24

Zion’s Camp Wapo & Ox Lake Registration Link - http://lwlbci.com/zion-anoka
*Register soon as reserved spots will be released on Feb 15!

Zion will continue to give camp scholarships to kids and youth active in our regular programming going to Camp 
Wapo and Ox Lake which is $100 for week-long camps, $200 for 8th graders in confirmation, and $35 for Wapo 
Seeds. Thank you to Thrivent members who direct their Thrivent Choice dollars to Zion, those who have given 
directly to Zion’s camp scholarship fund, and Zion’s Foundation which are where the funds for these scholarships 
come from.

More information at: https://cutt.ly/zionwapoinfo

Children, Youth and Family Update
Kid City and Tot Town “J-Term” took place during the month of January with Zoom meetings on 
Sunday mornings. Bible stories, games and other challenges were enjoyed by Zion Kids. As we 
move into February, watch your email and the weekly E-update for program updates from your 
CYF Staff.



grow and care

Join Us For Family Feud!
On February 13, Zion Youth will be hosting a Family Feud competition and Silent Auction to help raise money for 
our summer trips in 2022! Family Feud will start at 1 p.m. in the Sanctuary and teams of 4 will go head-to-head 
for the Grand Prize of $100 in gift cards split among the winning team. Interested in joining the fun? Grab your 
family and friends and sign up at the welcome desk.

Not sure you want to participate? You don’t have to! But you are welcome to come and watch the chaos unfold 
and participate in our other events. During the event, we will host Cake Walks for participants for a chance to 
win some delicious desserts! Beginning that Sunday morning, we will be hosting a Silent Auction! The auction 
will take place both online and in-person during the event. All proceeds of the event will go towards the youth 
summer trips. We hope you can make it!

Silent Auction Donations Wanted!
You can donate an item or basket for the Zion Youth Auction. Items for the auction must be brand new or 
homemade. If you wish to donate, please bring in auction items/baskets to the front desk no later than 5 p.m. on 
February 9.

Encouraging Words Ministry
In the mid-1990s a collaboration took place between then 
Zion Senior Pastor Rube Groehler and congregational member 
Greg Bergeron to start a recorded telephone ministry. Greg’s 
professional background in radio and commercial work and 
his love and personal relationship with Jesus Christ resulted 
in what we know today as Encouraging Words. Supported 
by Zion’s pastors over the years (admittedly, some more than 
others), Greg writes every script himself using The Message 
Bible as a resource and then records it via telephone each 
morning at around 6:15 a.m. (similar to leaving a voicemail). 
Since beginning this ministry, he has recorded on average 320 
messages each year but, after retiring a few years ago, the actual yearly total has inched closer to more than 350. 
When asked from where he draws his inspiration, Greg credits his love of reading and through people he meets, 
but mostly by being aware of God’s voice in his life, knowing that “he has something he wants me to say for him.”

Over the years, Greg has heard back from several listeners, many who call Encouraging Words early every day, 
and some who listen at other times. One 90-year-old listener once told Greg’s wife, Ann during a home visit, “I 
hope you won’t be angry, but I go to bed with your husband every night!” Over the years, Ann has supported, 
encouraged and at times, even influenced Greg’s ministry. One day when she and Greg were talking during their 
devotion time together, Ann remarked that she wished people would learn to smile a little more. Inspired by Ann’s 
“wish”, Greg incorporated a new mantra at the conclusion of each recording...“This is Greg Bergeron, a member of 
Zion Lutheran Church Anoka. Take care of yourself during these challenging times. Pray for yourself and all others 
you know for God’s gentleness, strength and courage today. God bless you and Don’t Forget to Smile.”

Encouraging Words can be heard daily by calling 763-506-8191.



care

Baptisms
Jan 23 - Crosby Johnson
Jan 30 - Frances Jones

Ron & Linda Hegberg
John & Sandy Steinbring
Donna Fiske-Iseminger
Richard & Sharee Johnson
Mitchell C. Miller
John Klund
John & Judy Allen
Dorothy Stenglein
Gary & Gail Defries

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

Grief & Loss Support Group
Tuesdays, Feb 1, 8, 15 & 22 | 10 a.m. | Legacy Room
This support group offers help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member or friend. 
Meetings are open to anyone suffering a loss of a loved one. All the sessions are stand alone, but it is recom-
mended that you attend them all. Questions? Please contact Pastor Sue at swallager@zionanoka.org.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know. The pastoral staff are very happy to visit you and
provide pastoral care.

Home Communion
One of the most important ministries at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly newsletter “The Herald”, providing
monthly services at assisted living facilities). Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that
we connect with our homebound members. We have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a
family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656.

about our people

Chuck Wallace
Tom & Bonnie King
Norm & Pat Dahl
Barb Hauff
JoAnn Butler
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Jeanne & David Minier
Virginia A. Miller
Carol Buelow

Deaths
Perry Raihle
Paul Jopp
Terry Geldaker
Buz Dahl
Wendy Olson

Deaths
Linda Hassman
Shawn Thompson, Sr.
Warren “Tiny” Lindeke
Olaf “Ole” Olson
Tom Gearhart
Shirley Karpe

John & Carol Loyd
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Ron & Pinky Pendergrass in honor of Jack & Bea McGillivray
Florence Shebetka in memory of son, Glen

Weddings
Dec 30 - Linnea Tiede & 
Nikesh Yadav
Jan 8 - Abby Shoop & 
Michael Marshaw



Zion Lutheran Church 2022 Absentee Ballot 
 

VOTING INSTRUCTIONS: Please remove this absentee ballot from your Herald. There are two ballots (back to 
back). If your household needs additional ballots, please stop by the front desk or call the church office. Each 
confirmed member should only fill out and return one ballot. When voting, please vote for the number of 
nominees indicated on the ballot for that position(s). When done voting, mail your ballot to Zion Lutheran 
Church, 1601 4th Ave., Anoka, MN, 55303; drop it off at the front desk; or scan it and email to 
kjohnson@zionanoka.org. All ballots must be received no later than Friday, March 4th. 

 

Church Council Nominees (vote for 4):  Nominating Committee Nominees (vote for 3): 

___ Craig Jerome*     ___Joe Hirvela 

___ Ann (Peterson) Johnson    ___ Deb Oas Koepsell 

___ Colleen Nelson*     ___ Pam Travis 

___ Cindy Pipenhagen*     ___ Other __________________________ 

___ Other _________________________   

       Zion Pre-K Board (vote for 2): 

Zion Foundation Nominees (vote for 5):  ___ Sandy Benson* 

___ Judy Dietrich*     ___ Carol Dahl* 

___ Rodney Nelson 

___ Nathan Norquist*     Minneapolis Area Synod Nominees (vote for 6): 

___ Stan Peichel*     ___ Janis Korus 

___ Verne Winter*     ___ Randy Korus 

___ Other ____________________________  ___ Carol Kronholm 

       ___ Bill Travis   

       ___ Pam Travis 

       ___ Rachael Walter (Youth Representative)  

       ___Other ______________________________  

 

2022 General & Building Fund Budget    ___ Yes   ___ No           

*Incumbent 
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Family Promise Update 
Family Promise has completed another year using the hotel model for shelter and this will continue until a perma-
nent site can be found. This search is ongoing and very active. Nonetheless, the families continue to be sheltered, 
fed, and are moving on, which is the goal. It is just different with the congregations having little or no contact to 
offer hospitality. Recently we had three families move into apartments so currently there is only one family in the 
program. Hopefully that won’t last long, and others will be found soon.

A very big and heartfelt thank you to those donating cookies for the 48 families celebrating Christmas through 
the program either in the shelter phase or in the stability phase. The staff had fun assembling all the varieties of 
80 dozen cookies received, enough to make some nice platters for each family. We continue to provide move-in 
baskets as needed as a part of the 18-member congregations who support the program. We just delivered two this 
winter and have one being prepared by a circle that will be on hold until needed. If you are curious about what 
goes in these baskets and would like a list of items, please send an email to Iivingoutfaith@hotmail.com.

Two exciting new programs began in 2021. The first was the transition of the case manager from her position 
as Shelter Case Manager to Housing Stabilization Case Manager. She now works with families that have left the 
Family Promise program for independent housing but still need support in many ways. This program is a great 
success and has helped 45 family graduates. Those leaving the shelter program will transition into this stabili-
zation program. A new shelter case manager has since been hired. A Prevention and Diversion program was also 
implemented to expand services to fit the needs of the community. In short, the Shelter Diversion program aims 
to keep a family stable in their own housing to avoid becoming homeless. This involves relatively small amounts 
of money applied strategically and the family is not just kept in their housing but empowered to stay in their 
home long-term. To participate in this Prevention and Diversion program families must commit to the budgeting 
program and at least 3 months of case managements. Partnerships have formed between several agencies to 
provide additional resources. At its core, this practice is trauma-informed, client-centered and sees homelessness 
as a crisis that needs to be mediated.

Both of these are great examples of how Family Promise in Anoka County has survived during COVID, changing 
how services are provided but not preventing the program from fulfilling its mission.

It is a privilege that Zion continues to be involved in this ministry that has proven success. Thank you so much 
for being involved, keeping the program and its participants in your prayers. I hope you will be able to return to 
volunteering and connecting in the future. Keep your cards and encouragement pieces coming as the guests really 
do appreciate that connection. Our next “hosting week” is March 13-20. For information on how you can help, 
email Dulcie at livingoutfaith@hotmail.com.

Dulcie Campana and Pat Stearns

Epiphany Greetings from ELCA Missionary Stephen Deal
Missionary Stephen Deal’s Epiphany Newsletter includes highlights from 2021 as well as personal reflections of a 
recent trip to Mexico to reconnect with ELCA AMMPARO companions and their work with migrants and refugees.

The complete newsletter can be found at https://www.zionanoka.org/welcome/ziondocumentcenter/ under 
Adult Ministry.

serve
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

pre-k movie day!

Our Pre-K students enjoyed movie day 
in the CLC. They wore pjs and slippers to 

school ALL DAY! And of course we had 
popcorn for our snack.


